From: Schuster, Cindy

To: Dunbar, Bill; Edmondson, Lucy

Cc: Schuster, Cindy

Subject: RE: FYI: Washington state Sen. Kirk Pearson appointed to Trump administration post with USDA (in WA state)
Date: Monday, November 13, 2017 10:21:26 AM

Thank you, Lucy and Bill.

From: Dunbar, Bill

Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2017 8:28 AM

To: Edmondson, Lucy <Edmondson.Lucy@epa.gov>

Cc: Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Kowalski, Ed <Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov>; Anderson-
Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Hamlin, Tim <Hamlin.Tim@epa.gov>;
Hastings, Janis <Hastings.Janis@epa.gov>; Schuster, Cindy <Schuster.Cindy@epa.gov>; Holsman,
Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Peak, Nicholas <Peak.Nicholas@epa.gov>; Potokar,
Steven <Potokar.Steven@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Michelle <wilcox.michelle@epa.gov>; Murchie, Peter
<Murchie.Peter@epa.gov>; Philip, Jeff <Philip.Jeff@epa.gov>; Lidgard, Michael
<Lidgard.Michael@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: FYI: Washington state Sen. Kirk Pearson appointed to Trump administration post with
USDA (in WA state)

Kirk is a exceptionally good guy. Good for him.

Bill Dunbar
EPA Region 10
206-553-1019

On Nov 7, 2017, at 8:16 AM, Edmondson, Lucy <Edmondson.Lucy@epa.gov> wrote:

FYI

Sen. Kirk Pearson, R-Monroe, has been appointed a
director of rural development for Washington state,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture says.

By
Joseph O’Sullivan

Seattle Times Olympia bureau
OLYMPIA — Another Washington state senator is taking a job
in the Trump administration.

Sen. Kirk Pearson, R-Monroe, has been appointed director of
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rural development for Washington state, according to a U.S.
Department of Agriculture news release.

The role as a political appointee for President Donald Trump
involves working “to help improve the economy and quality of
life in rural America,” the release says.

Senate Majority Leader Mark Schoesler, R-Ritzville, confirmed
that Pearson would be stepping down to take the federal post.

“He will be leaving us soon,” said Schoesler, adding later: “He
really cares about our rural areas. It’s a good fit.”

Senate Minority Leader Sharon Nelson, D-Maury Island,
called Pearson “just a really good legislator and a decent man.”

But Pearson’s resignation, she added, “certainly provides an
opening for us next year.”

Pearson, who chairs the Senate Natural Resources & Parks
Committee, couldn’t immediately be reached for comment.

Earlier in his career, he was an assistant to then-U.S. Rep. Jack
Metcalf. Pearson spent 12 years in the state House before
voters in 2012 elected him to the Senate.

The 39th District seat includes parts of King, Skagit and
Snohomish counties.

As of late Monday morning, the office of Gov. Jay Inslee had
not yet received a resignation letter from Pearson, said
spokeswoman Tara Lee.

Pearson would be the second state senator to step down for a

federal appointment. Brian Dansel resigned from his seat
earlier this year to become a special assistant to the U.S.

secretary of agriculture in Washington, D.C.

This week’s news release by the agency also announced
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Dansel’s appointment as state director for the Farm Service
Agency.

Also earlier this year Sen. Doug Ericksen, R-Ferndale, took a
temporary position with the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), though he kept his job in the Legislature.

After a stint along with Ericksen at the EPA, former GOP Sen.
Don Benton of Vancouver, Washington, was appointed

director of the U.S. Selective Service System.

Lucy Edmondson

Director, Washington Operations Office
US EPA Region 10

300 Desmond Drive

Lacey, WA 98503

office: 360.753.9082
cell:  206.735.5301
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